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As Salafiyyah is a connection to the Salaf.  The Salaf are 
companions of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllaahu ‘alahi wasallam) 

and those who follow them in good from the first three virtuous 
generations and then (all those) after them (who follow them and 
are upon their way).  This is Salafiyyah.  An affiliation to 
Salafiyyah means (that one) affiliates (his/herself) to that which 
the companions of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllaahu ‘alahi 

wasallam) were upon and the way of the people of Hadeeth.  The 
people of Hadeeth are those who are upon the Salafy 
methodology and follow it.  As Salafiyyah is the (proper) belief in 
the names and attributes of Allah, the (proper) belief in Qadar 
and the (proper) belief in the Sahaabah (companions of the 
Messenger of Allah (sallAllaahu ‘alahi was sallam) and so on and so 
forth.   
 
The Salaf believe in Allah and in His beautiful names and exalted 
attributes that He (Allah) has described Himself with; and that 
which He was described with by His Messenger (sallAllaahu ‘alaihi 

wasallam).  They believed in (His names and attributes) in a 

manner that befits the majesty of Allah (Subhaanahu wat Ta’ala), 
without distorting them, nor resembling them to the creation, nor  
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negating them nor explaining them with false and erroneous 
explanations.   
 
They believe in Qadar the good and bad of it and that a servant’s 
Imaan (faith) is not complete until he believes in the Qadar that 
Allah has decreed upon His Servants.  Allah says, 
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“And verily We created everything with Qadar.”  

[Suratul Qamar: 49] 
 

As far as the (proper belief with regards to the) Sahaabah, this 
means the belief that it is incumbent to be pleased with the 
companions of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllaahu ‘alahi wasallam) 
and that all of them are trustworthy and that they are the best of 
the Ummah and the best generation.  The belief that every one of 
them is trustworthy, opposes that which is believed by the Shi’ah 
and the Khawaarij who considered the companions of the 
Messenger of Allah (sallAllaahu ‘alahi wasallam) to be disbelievers 
and did not recognize their rights or the truth (of their noble 
position).   
 
Salafiyyah does not have a leader other than the Messenger of 
Allah (sallAllaahu ‘alahi wasallam).  The Messenger of Allah 

(sallAllaahu ‘alahi wasallam) is the Imaam of Salafiyyah and the 
example (that is to be followed).  The companions of the 
Messenger of Allah (sallAllaahu ‘alahi wasallam) are (also) examples 
(to be followed).  The foundation (or source) of this principle 
(can be found) in the statement of the Prophet (sallAllaahu ‘alahi 

wasallam), 
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“The Jews split into seventy one groups.  The Christians 
split into seventy two groups.  This Ummah will split into 
seventy three groups; all of them will be in the fire except 
one.”  They (the Sahaabah) said, “Who are they (that saved 

group) O Messenger of Allah?”  He, (sallAllaahu ‘alahi wasallam) 
said, “They are the one who are upon the like of what I and 
my companions are upon.”  
 
[Hadeeth collected by Imaam Abu Dawood, Imaam Ibn Maajah, 
Imaam Ahmad, and Imaam Ad Daaramee.  Graded hassan 
saheeh by Imaam Al Albaanee] 
 
And his (sallAllaahu ‘alahi wasallam’s) statement in the hadeeth of 

Al ‘Irbaad bin Saariyah (radi Allahu ‘anhu) who described the 

Prophet’s (sallAllaahu ‘alahi wasallam) sermon, and that afterwards 

he (sallAllaahu ‘alahi wasallam) advised them to fear Allah.  He 

(sallAllaahu ‘alahi wasallam) said,  
 
“I advise you to fear Allah and to listen and obey (the 
Muslim ruler), even if an Ethiopian slave was to become 
your ruler.”  
 
Then he (sallAllaahu ‘alahi wasallam) ordered that his Sunnah and 
the Sunnah of the rightly guided khulafaa (plural of khaleefah) be 
followed.  He (sallAllaahu ‘alahi wasallam) said, 
 
“Incumbent upon you is my sunnah and the sunnah of the 
rightly guided khulafaa after me, bite (hold) onto it with 
your molar teeth.  And beware of newly invented matters (in 
the religion), for verily every newly invented matter (in the 
religion) is a bid’ah and every bid’ah is a misguidance.”  
[Hadeeth collected by Imaam At Tirmathee, and graded saheeh 
by Imaam Al Albaanee] 
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Review Questions 

 
1- The mu'alif (author) Shaikh Ahmad bin Yahya An Najmee 
(rahimahullaah) began with "As-Salafiyah is a connection to the 
Salaf." So who are the Salaf? 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________ 
 
 
2- If someone asks you, "what is Salafiyah," how do you respond? 
Explain in detail. 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________ 
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3- What was the 'aqidah (belief) of the Salaf regarding Allaah's 
Names and Attributes? 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________ 
 
 
4- True or False? It is wajib (obligatory) that our 'aqidah 
(belief) matches the 'aqidah (belief) of the Salaf. 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
 
5- The shaikh (rahimahullaah) said the slave's Imaan (faith) is not 
complete until he believes in the __________________ - the 
good of it and the bad of it. [If you know the evidence the Shaikh 
gave, maa shaa` Allaah, ahsantum (you did well).] 
 
 
6- What is the proper 'aqidah (belief) regarding the companions 
of the Messenger of Allaah (salallaahu 'alaihi wa sallam)? [radiallaahu 

'anhum ajma'een (may Allaah be pleased with all of them ).] 
 



What Is Salafiyyah? (Worksheet) 
www.SalafyInk.com 

_________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

 

6

 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
7- The Shaikh (rahimahullaah) mentioned two deviant sects which 
went astray regarding the companions. Name them. 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
8- Whereas people adhering to deviant sects follow deviants, 
whom do Salafis follow and take as their leader? [If you know the 
evidence the Shaikh gave, maa shaa` Allaah, ahsantum (you did 
well).] 
 
___________________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
 
9- Which one of the following did the Messenger of Allaah 
(salallaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) NOTcommand: 
 
a- follow his Sunnah and the Sunnah of his companions 
b- obey the ruler even if a slave was to become your ruler 
c- beware of bid'ah 
d- invent your own ways of worship 
 
10- If someone asks you what 'aqidah you are upon, you say, "I 
am upon the 'aqidah of the _______________." 
 
Extra Credit: Why must our (fihm) understanding and our 
'aqidah be the same as that of the companions? Is there a better 
understanding than the understanding of the companions? Why 
or why not? 
 
___________________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
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